ELA 8
Paragraph Writing: Organization

A paragraph is made up of multiple sentences that explore and develop one main idea. The Topic Sentence is the sentence within a paragraph that states the idea, it is usually at the beginning of a paragraph.

The Supporting Details develop the idea expressed in the topic sentence and can include facts, examples, opinions, reasons, etc.

The Clincher Sentence is usually placed at the end of a paragraph and serves to tie up the idea and conclude the paragraph.

In Grade 7, the paragraph is often represented as such:
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In LA 8 our paragraphs are more complex in that we will use precise diction to develop the idea in a mature way and we will use sophisticated transition devices to bridge or link sentences. 
Ex. Nature is good because it gives us many nice things to appreciate.

We might also include an impact statement before the topic sentence – a statement that captures and demands the reader’s attention.

An Impact Statement is a great way to grab the reader’s attention and open up the idea you will be writing about. For the purposes of this class we will consider 5 types of impact statement:

1-Annectdote: A short personal story that addresses the topic, pulling the reader in because of the writer’s personal connection and point-of-view.
Ex. As a former student of Redwater School, I found that recess was not planned effectively or efficiently as it could’ve been.  
2-Fact/Stat/Definition: a numerical value or objective explanation of a key term which pulls the reader in by establishing a seemingly unbiased, logical and scientific-type point-of-view.
Ex. Elementary students spend 432,000 minutes in school, and only 6000 minutes in recess.
3-Concession: a consideration and acknowledgement of the other side of the issue that pulls the reader in by establishing a thoughtful, seemingly balanced point-of-view.
Ex. As we know time can be limited in a day, but with health issues on the rise we need to start asking ourselves, how important is recess?
4-Rhetorical Question: a dangling question the writer asks of the reader without requiring or expecting a response, it pulls the reader in through inquisition and engagement with the topic.
Ex. “If practice makes perfect, and no one's perfect, then why practice?”
5-Stylistic Sentence: an especially concise, creative, unique or complex sentence that pulls the reader in because it is constructed in a way that it is unlike normal phrases.  Sometimes to give meaning or feeling to the writing.
Ex. "From up here on the fourteenth floor, my brother Charley looks like an insect scurrying among other insects."
